Alef Class

April 29th, 2007
Mitzvah Mavens:
We would encourage you to come in some time to read the children’s Mitzvot they’ve written on their Mitzvah Mavens hanging from the ceiling.....delightful, and entertaining.  This is a wonderful collaborative effort, as you know:  Ben Korn’s idea of Mitzvot colleted each week and displayed, combined with Morah Joan’s genius gene for creativity.
Hebrew:
Reviewed: The vowel sound “oh”F, the vowel sound “eh”(three dots in a triangular formation beneath a letter), the letter h (tet), the Tote bag with a Tear in the Top, and the letter R (peh), the Piggybank with a Penny inside.
New letters and vowels:  Introduce the letter samech q (p.73).  The kids will make up their own story to remember samech.
Vocabulary: Simcha
The kids played Tic Tac Toe, a class favorite, to go over combinations of the different letters with the vowel sounds they should now know:  oh, eh, ee.

Torah Story:

We read the Story of Jacob and Esau (p. 23) in our Bible Stories book.   Discussion points included the issue of “birthright” – land handed down to the eldest son.  In a way, this “gift” is the special blessing. 
-- Is it fair that such a thing be handed down only to the eldest?
-- What good is something so special -a birthright, their father’s land - when Esau was so hungry?  

-- Who do you think got the better deal: Jacob, who got the birthright – twice the amount of land and sheep, or Esau, who got a bowl of stew?

-- Esau cared more about the here and now, when he was hungry, and Jacob cared more about the future, the promise of property.

-- What would you do, if you were Esau?  If you were Jacob?

Shabbat Boxes

Shabbat Boxes are almost complete!  They’ll be coming home in 2 weeks laden with Shabbat paraphernalia including mostly handmade ritual items: Shabbat candlesticks; Shabbat candles; Kiddush cups; challah covers; Shabbat prayers in Hebrew and transliteration; and other goodies.

Homework:  
1)  By now the students should be most of the way through our text.  Please complete through page 72 in Shalom Alef Bet!  
2)  Review the letters we’ve learned so far with the alephbet folders your child has.
