Alef Class

February 11th, 2007
Hebrew:  

Reviewed: M (kaf), ה (hay), x (reysh), k (chaf) a (vet), c (dalet) today,  (alef, one of two silent letters in the alef-bet), and e (vav).
New letters: w (koof), and v (tsadee).
Vocabulary: Kidush (holy); kippah; tzadakah
Tu B’Shevat (cont’d): 
Last week, student Rachel McNear read Shel Silverstein’s The Giving Tree to us and a stimulating conversation followed about “unconditional love” and giving and expecting nothing in return (the tree).  Your children have the most thoughtful and inquisitive minds!

During library time today we read Sammy Spider’s First Tu B’Shevat by Sylvia A. Rouss, and The Little Leaf, by Chana Sharfstein.

We didn’t have time for this last week, but today we acted out something to do with Tu B’Shevat (taking care of plants/trees; conserving electricity; picking up trash, etc.  We are sending home little pots, soil and parsley seeds for each child to plant at home.  Hopefully, your parsley will grow in time for Passover!
Torah Story:

We read The Tower of Babel today, and talked about the vast number of languages spoken today around the world in contrast to the opening sentence in our story, “In those days everyone spoke the same language.”  Questions for discussion:  Why did the people brag about their bricks?  What did the people hear that they believed?  Food for thought: What happens when people think their work is greater than God’s work, or that they are more powerful than God?  What happens when people brag?
Homework:  Finish whatever hasn’t been completed yet from last week:
1)  Pages 37 - 41 in Shalom Alef Bet!  
2)  Review the letters we’ve learned so far with the alephbet folders your child has.
3)  Read The Tower of Babel, in Bible Stories for Jewish Children.
Snack Reminder for next week (February 11th):  Leah Genth
