Alef Class

January 14th, 2007
Hebrew:  

With so many weeks away from Hebrew, we reviewed all of the letters and vowel sounds we’ve learned, and learned 2 new letters today: כ and ה.   Ask your child about the cough drop in the cave, and about Mr. Hay who had a hat of hay with a hole in the top through which his hair stuck out.
Torah:
The First Rainbow—We discussed how it must have felt for Noah to be the only one God saved (with his family); why God would want to destroy all living things; why Noah might not have bargained with God to save the earth, or might not have tried to warn humanity.

Library: Tour of the Synagogue:
We spent our library time preparing for next week’s Tour of the Synagogue with Rabbi Jonathan.  Our previously scheduled Tour of the Synagogue, before the holiday break, had to be rescheduled for the end of January.  So, this Sunday we will prepare for next week’s tour of the synagogue by discussing the various symbols in our shul, and the various rituals we observe: the mezuzah that needs to be affixed to the outside of our classroom door; the mezuzah on the outside of the synagogue; the kippot (yarmulkes), tallitot (prayer shawls), siddurim (prayer books), the Bimah, and the Aron HaKodesh (Holy Ark) where our Torah scrolls are kept.  
Tzedakah:

We counted our Tzedakah money today and discussed where to donate it.  Among the options are: adopt an animal at the zoo; donate to an environmental organization or cause in Israel; donate to a homeless shelter or soup kitchen; donate to the Barclay School (if it’s possible to make a donation directly to a public school).

Vocabulary
	Bayit (house)
	Hineyni  (I’m here)
	Morah (fem. teacher)
	Kippah

	Bar Mitzvah
	Shalom (hello, goodbye, peace)
	Moreh (male teacher)
	Hagaddah

	Bat Mitzvah
	Sheket (quiet)
	Mem (letter)
	

	Ben (son)
	Shabbat
	Mezuzah
	

	Bet (letter)
	Shamash (helper)
	Magen David (Star of David)
	

	Bat (daughter)
	Todah (thank you)
	Menorah
	

	Bracha (blessing)
	Tzedakah
	Mitzvah
	

	Boker (morning)
	Tov (good)
	Lulav (Sukkot symbol)
	

	B’vakashah (please)
	Torah 
	Luach (blackboard)
	


Homework:  Finish whatever hasn’t been completed yet from last week:
1)  Pages 18 - 23 in Shalom Alef Bet!  
2)  Review the letters we’ve learned so far with the alephbet folders your child has.
3)  Read The First Rainbow with your child if they’re interested in reading it again.
Snack Reminder for next week (Jan. 21, 2007):  Eleanor Citron
Thanks for all of the personal care items you’ve donated to the Brown Memorial Homeless Shelter:  57 bars of soap; 18 toothbrushes; 10 bottles of shampoo; 10 bottles of lotion!!  
